
COLDWATER CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

Monday November 9, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. 

        The governing body of the City of Coldwater met in regular session with the following 

present: Mayor Penny Bruckner presiding, Council members Renee Blasi, Mike Bushnell, Robert 

Cardoza, Cleta Lampe, and Ashta Rosson, Public Works Director Danny Shaw, Lake Co-Manager 

Don Dutton, Chief of Police Devon Duffield and City Clerk Kristal Sherman. 

Visitors:  Chris Bruckner. 

Mayor Bruckner called the council meeting to order, City Clerk, Kristal Sherman conducted 

roll call. Minutes from the October meetings were approved as written, motion by Ashta, seconded 

by Cleta and all voted Yes. 

Lake Co-Manager Don Dutton asked the council if he was supposed to work the 20 hours a 

week/40 hours a paycheck like he did last year.  The council agreed. 

Public Works Director Danny Shaw told the council the water project the City did in 2003 

paid off when they tested fire hydrants last week, he said they haven’t been tested that way since the 

year 2000.  Danny reported on what it would take to get a CDBG grant, he said with our population 

51% has to be considered low income, and we are sitting around 38%.  Danny also said Alan at EBH 

said the basic monthly charge, with up to 5,000 gallons of usage, needs to be between $45 and $50, 

ours is currently $34.00.  The council then discussed the possibility of raising water rates and the 

matter was tabled for another meeting.  Ashta asked Kristal for a number of residents who use less 

than 5,000 gallons in a month.  Kristal reminded the council the water bond for the 2003 water 

project will be paid off in the year 2022, and that will free up $120,000.00 per year toward the water 

fund.  Danny reported the lake has several things that need work, water lines need to be replaced on 

the east side of the lake, 3 more bathrooms need remodeled, the road needs a lot of work, Danny 

recommended the lake rates be raised with all the work that needs to be done, and same with the 

sewer utility.   

 Chief of Police Devon Duffield told the council he was glad to be back.  Mayor Bruckner 

presented Devon with a card, told him it was good to have him back and thanked him for going to the 

academy.  Devon told the council he will watch his hours to make sure he doesn’t go over the 258 

hours in a 30 day period.  Devon reported he has purchased the bolo wrap “weapon” which is along 

the same lines as a taser, but deemed to be safer, he said it was like “taking my handcuffs off and 

throwing them at you”.  He said he went to the bolo wrap class last week and is now the Western-half 

of the State’s training officer.  Devon demonstrated the bolo wrap for the council on volunteer and 

council member Cleta Lampe.  After the demonstration, Kristal served chocolate cake in honor of 

Devon completing the academy.   

 City Attorney Allison Kuhns said she had emailed everyone a draft of the seasonal camper 

lease.  After a few questions and discussion, the council agreed to review the lease further and email 

Allison with any additions or changes so she can have a final draft ready for approval at the 

December meeting. 

 City Clerk, Kristal Sherman asked the council if anyone had any ideas of a computer tech we 

could hire.  She said TJ Milford of Fowler has been taking care of our computer needs for a few years 

now, but this year it has been very hard to get him here to do anything.  She told the council Devon 

had contacted TJ back in February to work on his computer and Danny has been asking him for 2 or 

3 months to fix his computer and he won’t answer emails or phone calls.  Kristal also said TJ told her 

he had all the equipment for her to work from home and was going to come last Friday the 6th to get 

her set up, he never called to say he wasn’t coming, but he never did show up.  She asked the council 



if they knew of someone that would be reliable we could hire when we have computer problems.  

Mike said CMS uses Palace Computers out of Garden City, he said they are good about remoting in 

to fix problems when they can so they don’t have to come out every time.   

 Mayor Bruckner said Haviland Telephone had sent her pictures of a fiber optic hub which is 

what they would want to build on the empty lot on Main Street between the pharmacy and furniture 

store.  She said they are asking if the City would be willing to sell the back half of the lots to them, 

and she said the Chamber of Commerce would be interested in the front half of the lots to set their 

Santa house.  After discussion, the council agreed to offer Haviland Telephone $100.00 for the back 

half of the two lots and the Chamber of Commerce $100.00 for the front half of the two lots.     

 Bills in the amount of $139,003.00 were presented for payment. Robert made a motion to pay 

the bills as presented, seconded by Cleta and all voted Yes. 

 With no other business presented, Ashta made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m., 

seconded by Mike and all voted Yes. 

 

  


