
COLDWATER CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, October 14, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 

        The governing body of the City of Coldwater met in regular session, with the following 

present: Mayor Joe Ceballos presiding, Council members Mike Bushnell, Makenzie Dunn, Gary 

Haulmark, Leasa Huck and Britt Lenertz, Public Works Director Charlie Austin, Chief of Police 

Tanner Maas, Lake Co-Manager Debbie Dutton and City Clerk Kristal Sherman. 

Visitors:  Chelsea Blundell, Vanita Blundell, Scott Mullen, Richard Thompson, Danny Huck 

and Jerry Lenertz 

Mayor Ceballos called the regular council meeting to order, City Clerk, Kristal Sherman 

conducted roll call.   Minutes from the September meeting were approved as written, motion by 

Mike, seconded by Leasa and all voted Yes. 

Chelsea Blundell, representing the Santa Day committee, asked the council if they could 

block off the 2nd block of Main Street on Santa Day, December 6th, she said most of the activities will 

be down by the Veteran’s Building. Makenzie made a motion to block off Main Street from New 

York to Philadelphia on December 6th for Santa Day activities, seconded by Gary and everyone voted 

Yes.   

Scott Mullen, area supervisor for the Kansas Department of Transportation met with the 

council to update them on the plans to widen portions of the highway in the south end of the city.  He 

passed out detailed plans of the proposed highway project for everyone to have.  Gary asked if they 

could move the project south where the 65 mph sign is, that way the City wouldn’t have water lines 

to move.  Mayor Ceballos asked whose responsibility is it to move the water lines and there is a sign 

owned by the city that we were told would need to be moved, would the State be responsible for the 

cost of moving the sign?    Scott said he didn’t know the answer to those questions, but would find 

out and let the city clerk know.  Jerry Lenertz said that a section of the water line that would need to 

be moved was a private line to his daughter’s house just south of the lake road.  He said he had 

installed the water line himself and wasn’t sure if the city council or maintenance crew knew that the 

line didn’t belong to the city, but he did say he had already discussed the line with KDOT.    

Richard Thompson with the Coldwater Country Club asked the City to sign a paper saying the 

City is buying a mower for the golf course, he said the first payment would be $15,000.00 due in 

April of 2026.  It was discussed that the City can enter into a “lease purchase agreement”, but not a 

“loan”, Richard said he will get a hold of the representative from Professional Turf Products and 

make sure it is a lease purchase agreement.  After discussion, Gary made a motion to approve signing 

the paper as long as it is a “lease purchase agreement” and not a loan, seconded by Britt and everyone 

voted Yes.   

Lake Co-Manager Debbie Dutton reported Don is doing well after his surgery.  She also 

reported she is keeping an eye on the cabins, have people renting them until the middle of December, 

she plans to work 10 to 15 hours per pay period keeping the cabins clean.  She said there are currently 

six seasonal campers left at the lake, and they will be leaving by the end of the month.   Debbie 

thanked the maintenance guys for emptying the trash dumpsters and moving them.   

Public Works Director Charlie Austin gave a report for the different departments:  Water 

Department:  1. Charlie explained the events that led up to problems with several water leaks a 

couple weeks ago.  2.  Friday the south water dock wasn’t working properly, he’s waiting for an 

email from Vernon Manufacturing to see what it will take to get it fixed.  3. He is going to begin 

flushing water hydrants.    Sewer Department:  Charlie told the council a gopher chewed through 

electrical lines from the shut off to lift station at the lake, it blew out the capacitors, starter and relay 

so he had Wildcat Electric run new electric line temporarily above ground in conduit and they will 

supervise as we trench the line in to the ground.  Charlie asked the council to consider contracting 



with Hickman Environmental Services, they will come out twice a year to service the lift stations for 

$2,000.00.  Britt made a motion to contract with Hickman Environmental Services in 2026, seconded 

by Leasa and everyone voted Yes.   Pool Department:  the pool is winterized and canopies are down 

and put away in the pool house with mouse bait around them.   Street Department:  they are doing 

ongoing grading and repair of roads and still need to sweep excess chat off the streets.  Lake 

Department:  bathrooms are shut down and winterized and mowing is done for the season.  Danny 

Rich asked Charlie if the council wanted trees removed again this year, said he recommended doing 

more or would lead to future problems.  After discussion, Gary made a motion to have Danny Rich 

remove more trees at the lake up to $2,000.00 for his rent abatement, seconded by Britt and everyone 

voted Yes.   Ballfields – Charlie said SCHS has asked him if they were to start baseball and/or 

softball if the city would charge them for use of the ballfields.  Mayor Ceballos told Charlie to let the 

school know they could attend a council meeting to discuss the possibility of using the ballfields.  

Equipment – 1. the repairman for the Ditch-Witch machine was supposed to be here last Friday to fix 

the hydra vac pump clutch, but he couldn’t make it, he is supposed to be here tomorrow.  2.  the 

grader will not shift in 4th or 5th gear and #7 clutch has gone out, the quote from Foley Equipment to 

fix it is $26,117.43.  Britt made a motion to hire Foley Equipment to make the transmission repairs to 

the grader, seconded by Gary and everyone voted Yes.  Mayor Ceballos asked Charlie if he had plans 

to cover the holes from the water leaks….Charlie told him he has enough asphalt to fix the holes on 

the highway, but will cover the others with rock for now.  Gary asked Charlie about trimming some 

trees and brush at Cottonwood & Jefferson, Charlie said he would take care of that.  Gary also asked 

Charlie about the yield sign at 4th & Boston, he said it was suggested by the sheriff’s office that it be 

changed to a stop sign.  The council told Charlie that Danny had received approval from them in 

August to install additional stop signs on East Fourth Street and replacing some yield signs with stop 

signs along there as well. 

Chief of Police Tanner Maas told the council since the last meeting he has written 8 tickets 

and 0 warnings.   

Under Administration:  Kristal asked the council to review the pasture lease for changes that 

City Attorney Skip Herd had suggested.  The main change she said was - since the majority of the 

leases were going to be on a 3-year lease, the lessee has a choice to pay each year or all 3 years at 

once by January 15th and if payment is not received by January 15th, they are considered in default of 

the lease, the default can be cured by immediate payment of the lease amount plus a penalty per day.  

She asked the council to determine what the penalty per day will be.  After discussion, Gary made a 

motion to charge $50.00 per day penalty for every day the lessee is late paying the lease after January 

15th, seconded by Makenzie and everyone voted Yes.   Mayor Ceballos opened the sealed bids on the 

pasture leases, with the results as follows: 

Tract 1:  99 acres – C. J. & Danny Huck at $21.25/acre – total of $2,103.75 

Tract 2:  140 acres- C. J. & Danny Huck at $21.25/acre – total of $2,975.00 

Tract 3:  4.8 acres – C. J. & Danny Huck at $15/acre- total of $72.00 

Tract 4:  30 acres – No Bids 

Tract 5:  6 acres – Raymond Affeldt at $8.50/acre – total of $51.00 

Tract 6:  10 acres – Raymond Affeldt at $8.50/acre – total of $85.00 

Tract 7:  4 acres – Joe Ceballos at $7.50/acre – total of $30.00  

Tract 8:  2.6 acres – Raymond Affeldt at $8.50/acre – total of $22.10 

Gary made a motion to approve all bids for the pasture leases, seconded by Britt and everyone 

voted Yes.   

Bills in the amount of $230,238.78 were presented for payment.  Britt made a motion to pay 

the bills as presented, seconded by Gary and everyone voted Yes. 



Gary told the council he would like to schedule the 2nd annual lake clean up day on Saturday, 

November 1st from 9am to 11am.  Makenzie made a motion to approve the 2nd annual lake clean up 

day on November 1st, seconded by Leasa and everyone voted Yes.  Britt made a motion the City 

adopt Ordinance No. 2025-2 the 2025 Uniform Public Offense Code and Ordinance No. 2025-3 the 

2025 Standard Traffic Ordinance, seconded by Leasa and all voted Yes.  Mayor Ceballos told the 

council parks manager and veteran’s building janitor Lynda Wymer had given her resignation and 

will be quitting at the end of the year unless we find a replacement beforehand.  Kristal will get ads in 

the paper advertising for the jobs.    

Bills in the amount of $230,238.78 were presented for payment.  Britt made a motion to pay 

the bills as presented, seconded by Gary and everyone voted Yes. 

 With no other business presented, Britt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m., 

seconded by Leasa and everyone voted Yes.   


