
COLDWATER CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, November 10, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 

        The governing body of the City of Coldwater met in regular session, with the following 

present: Council President Britt Lenertz presiding, Council members Mike Bushnell, Makenzie 

Dunn, Gary Haulmark and Leasa Huck, Public Works Director Charlie Austin, Chief of Police 

Tanner Maas, Comanche County Sheriff’s Deputy Tanner Huck and City Clerk Kristal Sherman. 

Visitors:  Caroline O’Donovan (reporter for The Washington Post), Katee Underwood, Amy 

Radakovich, Paul Alvarez and Jerry Lenertz.   

Britt called the regular council meeting to order, City Clerk, Kristal Sherman announced a 

quorum was present and Mayor Joe Ceballos is absent.   Minutes from the October meeting were 

approved as written, motion by Gary, seconded by Mike and all voted Yes. 

Katee Underwood told the council they have moved just right outside the east city limits of 

town and their place has a water well that she paid a guy $6,800.00 to refurbish, she said they just got 

their well report back and their water is really bad.  It has nitrates that are 4 times the safe amount, 

there is also coliform, which is a precursor to E.coli, she said she is using bleach to sterilize their 

water.  Katee asked the council if they can get on City water, she said she was told the cost for a new 

meter is $525.00 and if the council is agreeable to putting them on City water, she asked if they could 

make payments on the $525.00 new meter.    After discussion, Britt told Katee the council would 

discuss it later in the meeting and give her an answer.   

Public Works Director Charlie Austin gave a report for the different departments:  Water 

Department:  1. Charlie told the council water hydrant flushing has not begun.  2.  The 238 lead and 

copper service line notices have been completed and mailed, he just needs to enter the information 

into the state website.    Sewer Department:  1.  Charlie told the council he misunderstood the sewer 

maintenance plan with Hickman Environmental Services that they approved at the last meeting, it is 

$2,000 for 2 lift stations once per year, not $2,000 for 2 lift stations twice per year and asked them to 

re-approve the contract.  Gary made a motion to approve the contract with Hickman Environmental 

Services, seconded by Mike and everyone voted Yes.  2.  The sewer cleaning project is about 60% 

complete.  3.  He still has not been able to bury the lake lift station line and may have to wait until 

spring if the ground freezes before they finish with other projects.   Street Department:  1. The trees 

are cut back at the Barnard intersection.  2.  4th Street stop signs are all up.  3.  Still need to sweep the 

chat off the streets and then it will be time to sweep the curb and gutters when the leaves fall.    Lake 

Department:  1. He notified Danny Rich the council approved $2,000 worth of tree removal, Danny 

said he will begin on the north dead end road along the ditches, then he will do any he deems 

necessary until he hits the $2,000 cap.  Equipment – 1. The grader is still in the shop.  2.  Charlie told 

the council he would like to purchase a “soil conditioner” attachment for the skid loader, he said it 

pulls all the rock back to the top and will take out all humps, washboards and potholes in the streets, 

he would mainly use it on alleys and narrow roads like the lake and Comanche Estates, but it would 

also work on the city dirt streets to bring rock up to the top making it easier for the grader.  He said 

the vibrating roller that they have used twice since he’s been here, they will give $7,500 trade in for it 

which will make the soil conditioner cost $6,174.36.  After discussion, Gary made a motion to allow 

Charlie to purchase the soil conditioner attachment for the skid loader for $6,174.36, seconded by 

Mike and everyone voted Yes.   Personnel:  Charlie told the council that Ju now has his Kansas 

driver’s license, and he would also like to hire Jacob Reed full time, telling the council that Jacob 

could take Lynda Wymer’s place as the park maintenance employee and veteran’s building janitor 

when she retires at the end of the year, then when he’s not doing either one of those jobs, he could 

help them when needed.  Charlie said he really hates to lose him as an employee, he is a hard worker 

and he realizes being full-time would mean another employee on benefits, but to offset the cost, they 



would only have to hire one mower for the lake next spring which he believes would save money in 

the long run.  After discussion, Gary made a motion to approve hiring Jacob Reed full-time with his 

salary to go to $14.00 an hour and to serve a 90-day probationary period, seconded by Mike and 

everyone voted Yes.   

Chief of Police Tanner Maas told the council he has been hearing noises coming from the 

patrol car, but it seems to be running fine.  He said he can’t really get it checked out until the back-up 

car is repaired, telling the council it has been setting at Kropf Oil for a while, Tyson said he hasn’t 

had the time to work on it.   

Under Administration:  It was discussed to put a water well for the Comanche Estates just 

west of the lake on city-owned land, that way they wouldn’t have to spend the money to put in a 

bigger water line from town to give more volume to Comanche Estates for fire protection, Gary 

didn’t think the fire chief would sign off on that, but would be worth asking.  Gary said he put the 

“City-owned 140 acres of leased pasture land” on the agenda, he asked the city attorney to give his 

opinion on de-annexing the property for sale.  Skip said he “didn’t think the city would have to ‘de-

annex’ the land”, he said “you may sell the land if that is your desire but the problem will be 

describing the land that you wish to sell”, saying “there is a good boundary on the land east & west, 

but if you wish to sell the land that Mr. Huck has fenced off, the city will need to hire a surveyor to 

describe the north boundary.”  He also said “there is an existing gas well on this tract, so the city will 

need to retain the mineral rights.”  No decisions were made on the matter.   Britt presented a bid on 

the one leased property that did not get a bid at the last meeting which is the 30 acres just west of the 

lake.  Snyder Ranch bid $20 an acre for the property.  Makenzie made a motion to accept the Snyder 

Ranch bid of $20 an acre for the W/2 W/2 SE/4 of Section 14-32-19, seconded by Leasa and 

everyone voted Yes.   

Bills in the amount of $113,219.34 were presented for payment.  Gary made a motion to pay 

the bills as presented, seconded by Mike and everyone voted Yes. 

Under New Business:  Britt asked the council to discuss Katee Underwood’s water issue that 

she presented at the beginning of the meeting.  The council asked Katee if they could pay the new 

meter off $105.00 each month until paid, she agreed.  Britt said her only concern was the possible 

backflow from the toxic water well into the city water line.  After discussion, Gary made a motion to 

approve the City installing a water meter at Katee & Phillip Underwood’s home tapping into city 

water, also allowing them to pay the new meter cost of $525.00 in 5 monthly installments of $105.00, 

and to have Charlie work with them to make sure the water is safe.  The motion was seconded by 

Leasa and everyone voted Yes.   Britt presented the 2025 “engagement letter” with the auditing firm 

of Adams Brown LLC.  Mike made a motion to approve hiring Adams Brown LLC as the City’s 

auditing firm for the 2025 audit and 2026 year, seconded by Leasa and all voted Yes. 

 With no other business presented, Leasa made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m., 

seconded by Mike and everyone voted Yes.   


